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Enets language 


Enets is a moribund Samoyedic language of Northern Siberia 
spoken on the Lower Yenisei within the boundaries of the Taimyr 
Municipality District, a subdivision of Krasnoyarsk Krai , Russia 
Federation . The language is moribund . Around 10 fluent speakers 
are left; the overall number of potential speakers is less than 40 
individuals. All speakers are found in the generation of 50 years and 
older. Recent local statistics indicate that there are around 260 
individuals of ethnic Enets origin. Enets belongs to the Northern 
branch of the Samoyedic languages , in turn a branch of the LFralic 
language family. 


There are two distinct dialects, Eorest (Bai) Enets and Tundra (Madu 
or Somatu) Enets, which may be considered separate languages. 

Eorest Enets is the smaller of the two Enets dialects. In the winter of 2006/2007, approximately 35 people 
spoke it (6 in Dudinka, 20 in Potapova and 10 in Tukhard, the youngest of whom was born in 1962 and the 
oldest in 1945). Many of these speakers are trilingual , with competence in Eorest Enets, Tundra Nenets and 
Russian, preferring to speak Tundra Nenets. 

The two dialects differ both in phonology and in lexicon. Additional variation was found in early Enets 
records from the 17th to 19th centuries, though all these varieties can be assigned as either Tundra Enets or 
Eorest Enets. 
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Dialects 


Enets 

Oh3m basa (One/ baza)^^^ 

Native to 

Russia 

Region 

Krasnoyarsk 

Krai, along the 
lower Yenisei 

River 

Ethnicity 

260 Enets 
people (2010 
census) 

Native speakers 

43 (2010 
census)^] 

Language 

family 

Uralic 

■ Samoyedic 

- (core) 

■ Enets- 
Nenets 

■ Enets 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Either: 

enf - Forest 

Enets 

enh - Tundra 

Enets 

Glottolog 

enetl250 (htt 

p://glottolog. o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/enetl2 
50) PI 


Phonological differences: 

























■ In some words, Forest Enets Isl corresponds to Tundra Enets /j/ (from Proto-Samoyedic *ms, 
*ns, *rs and *rkt). 

■ Forest mese — Tundra meje 'wind' (from *merse < *markt a); 

■ Forest osa — Tundra uja 'meat' (from *unsa < *0msa); 

■ In some words, Forest Enets word-initial /na/ corresponds to Tundra Enets /el (from Proto- 
Samoyedic *a- > *a-). 

■ Certain vowel -i- glide sequences of Proto-Samoyedic have different reflexes in Forest Enets 
and Tundra Enets. 

■ Forest Enets word-initial /ji/ corresponds to Tundra Enets /i/. 

Lexical differences: 

■ Forest eda — Tundra adun'head' 

■ Forest bada — Tundra nau 'word' 

■ Forest/am — Tundra oma'tobacco' 


Orthography 


Enets is written using the Cyrillic alphabet, though it includes the letters £, ij, and g which are not used in 
the Russian alphabet. 
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The written form of the Enets language was created during the 1980s and has been used to produce a 
number of books. During the 1990s there was an Enets newspaper, CoBexcKHii TaHMbip (Soviet Taimyr) 
published and brief Enets broadcasts on local radio, which shut down in 2003,served as supplements for 
speakers. 

Syntax 


The syntax of Enets is typical for the family and the area. The Enets language follows SOV, head marking 
in the noun phrase, both head and dependent marking within the clause, non-finite verbal forms used for 
clause combining. 

Grammar 


Enets nouns vary for number, case, and person-number of the possessor. There is also an intriguing nominal 
case in which ‘destinativity’ determines the entity is destined for someone. Possessor markers are also used 
for discourse related purposes, where they are completely devoid of the literal possessive meaning. Enets 









postpositions are marked for person-number; many postpositions are formed from a small set of relational 
nouns and case morphology 

Phonology 


Phoneme Inventory 

The following phonemes are combined from all of the different dialects of the Enets languages; Enets 
(Kiinnap 1999)/®^ Eorest Enets (Siegl 2013),Tundra Enets (Nikolaeva 2014)^^^^ 

Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

T 

i i 

u 

Middle 

e, £ 

9 

0 

Low 

38 

a 

a, D 


Consonants 



bilabial 

dental 

palatal 

velar post-velar 

stops 

P,b 

t, d 

Pb bk ty dj 

Kg q, ? 

affricates 


ts, 

tsb tjfj 



fricatives 


s, /, 6 

Sb Ji 

X 

h 

nasals 

m 

n 

mb n j 

n 


laterals 


1 

M 



trills 


r 

rj 



glides 

w 


j 




1. There is partial or complete vowel reduction in the middle and at the end of a word 

2. Consonants preceding / and e become palatalized^^^] 
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